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House of Representatives
The House met at 9:30 a.m. and was

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. GRANGER).

f

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 11, 2000.

I hereby appoint the Honorable KAY
GRANGER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 19, 1999, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) for 5
minutes.

f

IN RECOGNITION OF LIFE AND
SERVICE OF ABNER WOODRUFF
SIBAL

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, I rise
in recognition of the life and service of
Abner Woodruff Sibal, former U.S. Rep-
resentative from the Fourth District of
Connecticut, the district I now rep-
resent.

Abner Sibal died this past January at
age 78, leaving behind a large family
and an honorable legacy. He would be
celebrating his 79th birthday today.
Mr. Sibal was a member of this body

from 1961 to 1965 in the 87th and 88th
Congresses. While here, he served on
the Interstate and Foreign Commerce
Committee and its Subcommittee on
Transportation and Aeronautics.

Mr. Sibal was born in Ridgewood,
New York, and grew up in Connecticut.
He graduated from Norwalk High
School in 1938 and Wesleyan University
in 1943, entered the U.S. Army after
graduation from college, and served in
both the European and Pacific theaters
during World War II.

When Mr. Sibal was discharged as a
first lieutenant in September 1946, he
went on to St. John’s Law School,
where he received his law degree in
1949. Abner Sibal was admitted to the
Connecticut bar in 1949 and the Federal
bar in 1965. He led an impressive career
both before and after his time as a pub-
lic servant.

From 1951 to 1955, he served as a pros-
ecuting attorney in the city of Nor-
walk. Mr. Sibal served as a member of
the Connecticut State senate from 1956
to 1960. He sat as a member of the Cor-
poration Counsel of Norwalk from 1959
to 1960. He rose to the position of Re-
publican minority leader for the last 2
years of his State senate tenure.

His hard work and leadership earned
him the position of chairman of the
Connecticut Commission on Corporate
Law in 1959.

In addition, he was a delegate to each
Connecticut Republican State Conven-
tion from 1952 through 1968 and a dele-
gate to the Republican National Con-
vention in 1964.

After his years in Congress, Mr. Sibal
practiced law in Washington before
being appointed general counsel of the
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission by Gerald Ford in 1975. In 1979,
he resumed his private law practice,
joining the firm of Farmer, Wells,
McGuinn & Sibal.

On a personal note, I was entering
high school when Mr. Sibal became the
Congressman of my Connecticut dis-

trict. It was during this time I started
to really become politically aware. I
was learning about Congress and who
my elected officials were.

Abner Sibal stands out in my mind as
having been a leader I respected, ad-
mired, and wanted to emulate. Abner
Woodruff Sibal is remembered as an
honorable man, a hard working public
servant, and an able legislator.

f

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
SHOULD LEAD BY EXAMPLE FOR
MORE LIVABLE COMMUNITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
national security is a powerful concept;
and in the name of national security,
we have done extraordinary things,
perhaps none more momentous than
the victory during World War II and
the huge mobilization that it required.

At times we use national security to
cover up things perhaps we should not
do, some tragic mistakes abroad, not
being truthful with the American pub-
lic. Here at home, we have occasionally
used national security to rationalize
good things we probably should have
done anyway. Our interstate highway
system was done in the name, in part,
of national defense, or the student de-
fense loans in the 1960s and 1970s, or re-
search that led to the Internet.

Today there is no greater threat to
our national security worldwide than is
posed by pollution, poverty, disease,
and the unrest and misery that they
produce.

We have serious environmental prob-
lems here at home that are the terrible
hidden legacy of 60 years of our defense
activities, among them, in my own Pa-
cific Northwest, the terrible pollution
at the Hanford Nuclear Reservation, or
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